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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 25th May 2010, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin  (Mayor)




Mr   D Atherley (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   R Drury




Mr   C Elsmore




Mr   C Howell




Mrs N Hughes 




Mr   P Kay




Mrs H Lusty




Mrs J Morgan




Mr   R Phelps




Mr   M Weston



Also present:

Gloucestershire Constabulary
PC J Evans

PUBLIC FORUM
As no members of the public were present, the Public Forum closed at 7.01pm.

23.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Thorne and District Councillor Riley.

24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Drury and the Clerk declared an interest in Item 34 on the Agenda.

25.
TO ELECT THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD
The Mayor, Cllr Merrikin, stood down from the Chair and the Clerk asked members for nominations for the position of Mayor for the coming year.  It was proposed that Cllr Merrikin be re-elected for a third year. 


Proposed:  Cllr Atherley

Seconded:  Cllr Phelps


The proposal was agreed unanimously.

26.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE

Cllr Merrikin signed the Declaration of Acceptance. She thanked the Members of the Council for their support and looked forward to serving as Mayor once more during the coming year.

27.
TO ELECT THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD

Two nominations were made for the position of Deputy Mayor.


Cllr Phelps was proposed by Cllr Kay and seconded by Cllr Morgan.


Cllr Atherley was proposed by Cllr Lusty and seconded by Cllr Elsmore. 
A secret ballot was held with Cllr Phelps receiving 7 votes and Cllr Atherley 5 votes. Cllr Phelps was duly elected as Deputy Mayor.

The Mayor made a presentation on behalf of the Council to Cllr Atherley and thanked him for his work and support during his term as Deputy Mayor.

28.
TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLOWING TOWN COUNCIL COMITTEES

Members were elected to committees as follows:

Finance and Office

Councillors Atherley, Elsmore, Merrikin, Morgan and Phelps
Planning 

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, Elsmore, Hughes, Lusty, and Morgan
Highways

Councillors Atherley, Elsmore, Howell, Kay, Phelps and Weston


Amenities

Councillors Drury, Kay, Merrikin, Morgan and Phelps
Burial

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Elsmore, Howell, Kay and Phelps
Public Safety

Councillors Atherley, Elsmore, Hughes, Kay, Merrikin and Phelps
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Members were elected as representatives to other committees as follows:

Forest Health Forum

Councillor Elsmore

FoDDC Planning & Development Control

Any member of the Planning Committee

Police & Community Consultative Committee

Councillor Atherley

Gloucestershire Playing Fields Committee

Any member of the Amenities Committee
FoDDC Joint Leisure Committee

Any member of the Amenities Committee
(The Clerk will enquire to see if this Committee is still constituted).

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum

Councillor Howell (until October 2010).

Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership

Cllr Elsmore
St. John’s Junior School Governors

Councillor Lusty
Christmas Lights Committee

Any member of the Amenities Committee if requested by the Christmas Lights Committee
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES
The Halls Charity

Councillors Drury, Elsmore, Hughes, Lusty and Morgan
Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Councillors Allaway-Martin and Elsmore
Crime Reduction Group

Councillor Phelps.

Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Councillor Atherley.

Stowfield Quarry Liaison Committee

Councillor Weston.

Coleford Area MCTI Partnership

Councillor Drury.
Bells Foundation

Councillors Elsmore and Morgan
Coleford Area Parish Forum

Cllr Merrikin and the Clerk
29.
TO REVIEW AND ADOPT STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed that they should be adopted for the coming year.

Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Kay


The proposal was accepted unanimously.
It was proposed that, for the future, policies should be reviewed by the respective committees and recommendations for changes to Standing Orders put to the full Council in June of each year.

Proposed:  Cllr Lusty



Seconded:  Cllr Morgan


The proposal was accepted unanimously.
30.
TO INITIATE THE ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT

It was proposed that Public Safety Committee carry out the Council Risk Assessment for the year 2010-11
Proposed:  Cllr Lusty



Seconded:  Cllr Phelps


The proposal was accepted unanimously.
31.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27th April 2010
It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2010 be accepted and signed by the Mayor.

Proposed:  Cllr Howell



Seconded:  Cllr Hughes


The proposal was accepted unanimously.
32.
MATTERS ARISING

Following the recent Holocaust evening at the Forest of Dean College, Cllr Drury suggested that the Council considers holding an annual event to commemorate Holocaust Day in January.  The Council agreed to look at this suggestion. 
33.
POLICE REPORT

WPC Evans said that the Police were investigating the suspicious circumstances in which two vehicles were destroyed by fire outside the Police station in Coleford on 4th May.

The Police were attempting to deal with the illegal use of scramble bikes on forest trails but unfortunately were not receiving support from the Forestry Commission.  It was agreed that the Council would write to the Forestry Commission and that Cllr Atherley would take the matter up through the Forestry Commission Advisory Committee. 

The Mayor said that local people were continuing to observe a number of strangers passing through the Hampshire Gardens area.  WPC Evans agreed to investigate.

Cllr Allaway-Martin said that a large container lorry was regularly travelling along Newland Street at around 4am and early in the evening at around 5pm.  As well as noise and disturbance, the container lorry was only just able to pass between residents’ parked cars.  WPC Evans said she would look into the matter.

Cllr Phelps reported that he understood that plans were being made by young people to hold a BBQ on the King George V Playing Field on the Bank Holiday weekend.  This fell within Coleford’s alcohol control zone.  WPC Evans said the Police would take steps to investigate.

34.
USE OF CLOCK TOWER DURING FESTVAL OF WORDS
The Clerk reported that the organisers of the Festival of Words had requested the use of the Clock Tower for a series of events leading up to and promoting the Festival.  It was proposed that the use be granted and the opportunity should be taken to distribute information about other forthcoming events in the Coleford area. 

Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Atherley



The proposal was accepted unanimously.

35.
CLOCK TOWER WORKING PARTY
The Council discussed proposals for redecorating the inside of the Clock Tower.  Concerns were raised about the effect of long-standing damp problems.  The Clerk said that funds were available through the Heritage Fund for repairs to the Clock Tower.

It was proposed that the Amenities Committee should be given delegated powers to review and decide the best course of action for the Clock Tower and to carry out work up to a limit of £300.

Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Phelps


The proposal was accepted with one abstention.

36.
FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE
Members noted the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee meeting held on 3rd May 2010 and it was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Elsmore


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

37.
BURIAL WORKING PARTY
Members noted the report of the Burial Working Party held on 13th May 2010.

38.
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Members noted the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee held on 11 May 10.

It was proposed that the recommendations of the Committee be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Howell


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

39.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


The decisions made by the Planning Committee meetings held on 27th April and 11th May 2010 were noted.

40.
MEMBERS REPORTS

The Mayor reported that she had attended the following events on behalf of the Council:

10th May
Attended installation ceremony of Mayor of Ross-on-Wye.

11th May
Attended celebration events at the Asha Centre.

11th May
Attended a Royal Forest Sea Cadets event at Lydney.

16th May
Attended the Forest of Dean Civic Service at English Bicknor.

21st May
Attended a first year trading celebration at Bootylicious in Coleford.
Cllr Phelps said he had taken the Coleford War Memorial to Clevedon to be amended.

Cllr Weston suggested that now the old Community centre had been demolished 
and the site turned into a car park, space should be found to park a coach as well.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the District Council with the suggestion.

Cllr Howell reported that he had carried out a drains inspection with District Councillor Hale and had found that many in the Coleford area were blocked.  Cllr Howell said he felt confident that some action will now be taken by the Highways Authority.  It was agree that all Councillors should report blocked drains in their localities in time to be discussed at the next Highways Committee meeting in June.

Cllr Howell said he had attended a District Council Standards sub-Committee meeting held on 11th May.

Cllr Howell said he felt Artytype and Brunel Engineering should be thanked for their work in helping to prepare a framed record of Coleford’s Role of Honour.  The Clerk confirmed that letters of thanks had been sent to both companies.

Cllr Elsmore said that he was continuing investigations into the reasons why the Town Council’s precept had been levied by the District Council at a percentage figure higher than agreed by the Town Council.

Cllr Elsmore said that Welsh Water’s 5 year plan now showed that flood relief work in Coleford was scheduled to take place in 2011/12.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the District Council to confirm that discussions with Welsh Water have been concluded and that the work will take place.

Cllr Elsmore reported that he had heard that the Citizens’ Advice Bureau was looking for new accommodation.

Cllr Lusty reported that she had attended 4 school governors meetings during the last month.

Cllr Kay asked if the recycling bins could now be removed from the main town car park.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the District Council.

Cllr Atherley attended an event at the Coleford Railway Museum on 4th May.  On 

6th May Cllr Atherley was appointed Chairman of the West Gloucestershire Cancer User Group.  On 8th May he attended a 60’s night in aid of Hope for Tomorrow at which £700 was raised for the charity.  On 11th May he attended the Royal Forest Sea Cadets event at Lydney.

Cllr Atherley said that at the Forestry Forum meeting held on 19th May, plans for a new family cycling trail were discussed.  He said that a number of oak trees were being damaged by fungal diseases and it was important to report any sightings of infections to the Forestry Commission.

Members agreed to proposals to plant a Mountain Ash tree in Coleford Cemetery as a memorial to Councillor Chris Lusty.

Cllr Drury left the meeting at 8.30pm.

41.
DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Cllr Allaway-Martin said that at the District Council meeting held on 16th May, she had been appointed to the following Committees:

Community Scrutiny and Review Committee

Development Control Committee

Licensing Committee

She had also been appointed to the following external bodies:

Gloucestershire County Council Community Safety Scrutiny Committee

Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership

Local Government Association Rural Commission

Gloucestershire Safer and Stronger Communities Partnership

During the month she had attended the Forest of Dean Civic Service on 16th May.  Cllr Allaway-Martin gave the Clerk a copy of new procedures for petitioning the District Council which would come into effect in the summer 2010. 

42.
TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE
Members noted the correspondence received during the month of May 2010.

The Clerk read out a letter of apology from the person who had caused damage to the door of the Clock Tower.  He has also been ordered by the Crown Prosecution Service to pay £250 compensation to the Council.

Members noted the proposals to expand educational services at Lakers College.  It was agreed that this should be discussed more fully at a future meeting.
Members noted the correspondence from Two Rivers Housing Association.  It was agreed a representative should be invited to a future Council meeting.

Councillor Weston left the meeting at 8.45pm

43.
PAYMENTS

Members noted the payments made during the month of May 2010 and it was proposed that they be approved. 

 
Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Elsmore


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

44.
PETTY CASH PAYMENTS
Members noted the petty cash payments made during May 2010 and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Kay


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

 45.
MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES
Members noted the budget figures for April 2010.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm
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